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WIRE and RUBBER LIGATURE PROBLEMS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a rubber or wire 

ligature is lost, or the 

student’s bracket has 

fallen off or is loosened 

contact responsible 

school authority & 

parent/guardian.  

ENCOURAGE 

PARENT/GUARDIAN TO 

CONTACT 

ORTHODONTIST.  

Tiny rubber bands or small, fine wires, 

known as ligatures, hold the wire to the 

bracket. 

Does the student have 

the ligature that is loose 

or fell off? 

Is the ligature a 

wire or rubber 

band? 

• Attempt to put the rubber band 

back in place using clean tweezers.  

• If unable to reattach, put in plastic 

bag and send home with student. 

• Remove wire with 

clean tweezers.  

Dispose of wire in 

garbage. 

• If wire is irritating 

gums, use dental 

wax, if available. 

ISSUES WITH DENTAL BRACES 

NO 

Document care 

provided.  

RUBBER 

Other ligatures may be 

loose, examine all ligatures. 

Update parent/guardian. 

YES 

If student is not having 

pain or other dental 

concerns, student may 

return to class.   

If student is not 

having pain or other 

dental concerns, 

student may return 

to class.   

WIRE 


